[Partial left ventriculectomy (Batista-procedure) as an alternative to transplantation and as a rescue procedure].
Partial left ventriculectomy (Batista operation) is one of several surgical options for the treatment of end-stage heart disease. In a 17-year-old patient who could not be accepted as a candidate for heart transplantation, this procedure was performed as an acute rescue procedure in conjunction with reduction of the left ventricle, single-stitch reconstruction of the mitral valve and removal of a ventricular thrombus. Following temporary dependence on mechanical circulatory support the patient was transferred to his own country. The clinical experience is discussed, including aspects of the surgical technique, postoperative complications, indication, relevance of mitral reconstruction and rhythm problems. It is concluded that partial left ventriculectomy can be used to treat end-stage dilated cardiomyopathy, even as an emergency operation. Further studies and experience are needed to clarify the long-term effects and clinical limitations of the procedure.